
Welcome to the College 
of Arts and Science!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the College of Arts and Science’s presentation on your first year at New York University. We are excited that you have chosen to spend the next four years with us and look forward to helping you craft an exciting and engaging experience in your time at CAS. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
To give you a sense of what we’ll be talking about, check out this general outline. As you move through the presentation, you can pause at any point.



• A co-curricular initiative that 
gives a four-year shape to 
student life in CAS

• Helps you acclimate during 
your first year through cohort 
meetings and activities

• One of your academic 
courses—your First-Year 
Seminar—will be taken with 
your cohort members

• Led by a College Leader (an 
upper-class student) and an 
Academic Advisor

College Cohort Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The College Cohort Program is a community-building program that will serve as a “home base” for you throughout your time as a CAS student. All incoming CAS students are part of a cohort of approximately 35 students; you will meet your cohort during orientation week in August, and will participate in cohort meetings and activities outside of the classroom with your cohort throughout your first year. One of your academic courses during your first year—your First-Year Seminar—will also be taken with members of your cohort. Each cohort will be led by a College Leader—an upperclass student mentor—and an Academic Advisor, who will serve as two of your go-to resources as you enter CAS and NYU. You will meet your College Leader during orientation week, when you will learn much more about the College Cohort Program. You will meet your Academic Advisor through email in June, when you start your registration process.



• Serves as your primary advisor until you declare a 
major

○ After you declare your major, you will be assigned 
an advisor within your major department

• Serves as a mentor and resource helping you to:

○ Navigate CAS requirements

○ Explore major options

○ Explore study abroad options

○ Provide info on university resources

○ Find your niche

Academic Advisor

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your academic advisor will begin working with you this summer, and will serve as your primary advisor until you declare a major, which you will do by the end of your sophomore year. It is each advisor’s charge to serve as a mentor and resource for you as you navigate the CAS requirements, explore your major options, and find your niche within the college. 



1 Major College Core 
Curriculum

+ completion of

The Big Four  Degree Requirements

128 Credits 2.0 GPA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Part of your advisor’s job is to help you understand “The Big Four,” which are the four degree requirements you need to complete in order to graduate from the College of Arts and Science. Let’s take a look at the Big Four.



Average course = 4 credits per course
4 courses per semester x 4 credits per course = 16 credits per 

semester

16 credits per semester x 8 semesters = 128 credits

I.  128 Credits

You must complete 128 credits in order to graduate.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You must complete 128 Credits by the time you graduate. As most classes count for 4 credits, this is equivalent to taking 4 courses, or 16 credits, per semester for 8 semesters. Only 16 non-CAS credits may be counted towards this total. These could include courses taken at other NYU schools like the Stern School of Business or Tisch School of the Arts. CAS students cannot earn credit for School of Professional Studies (SPS) courses.



II.  Grade Point Average - 2.0

Students must have a cumulative GPA of 
2.0 or higher to graduate.

Students must also have a GPA of 2.0 or 
higher in their major courses.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students must have a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or higher to graduate. This is equivalent to a C average. Students must also have a GPA of 2.0 or higher in their major courses.



III.  Major

All students must complete a major
before they graduate.

You must declare a major prior to completing 
64 total credits (by the end of your 

sophomore year).

Students declare their major by visiting the 
department of the major they wish to declare, 

and they can change their major at any 
time prior to graduation.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All students must complete a major before they graduate. Most majors require 10 courses or 40 credits over your four years, though a number require more.  You must declare your major prior to completing 64 total credits; this typically happens during the sophomore year. Students declare their major by visiting the department of the major they wish to declare, and they can change their major at any time prior to graduation. Double majors are often possible with appropriate planning. If you have no idea what you’d like to major in at this point, that is completely fine—you have plenty of time to figure it out.



The College Core 
Curriculum
NYU’s liberal arts core

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The College Core Curriculum, or Core Curriculum, is the group of core courses in the liberal arts for undergraduates at New York University. Courses in the Core Curriculum are designed to give students in the College the skills and breadth of intellectual perspective to flourish in their major programs of study and in their later careers.



IV.  The College Core Curriculum

There are five parts to the Core Curriculum:

First-Year 
Seminar

Foreign 
Language

Expository 
Writing

Foundations of 
Contemporary 

Culture

Foundations of 
Scientific 
Inquiry

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are now going to go into a more detailed explanation and breakdown of the Core Curriculum requirements. There are five parts to the Core Curriculum: First-Year Seminar, Expository Writing, Foreign Language, Foundations of Contemporary Culture, and Foundations of Scientific Inquiry.



Core Curriculum Part 1: First-Year Seminar

• Feature a wide range of topics in natural science, social 
science, and humanities

• Students in your seminar will be your fellow cohort 
members

• All students will take in fall or spring of first year (except 
for students who take Writing the Essay: Science)

• You’ll select your seminar preferences later in the portal

First-Year Seminars are small, discussion-based classes (16-
17 students) taught by top faculty members and leaders in 

their fields.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first part of the Core Curriculum is the First-Year Seminar, which you’ll take along with members from your first-year cohort. All students will take a First-Year Seminar during your first year on campus, except for students who take Writing the Essay: Science. Seminars are small, discussion-based classes and cover a wide range of fascinating topics. You will select your seminar preferences later in the portal.



Writing the Essay
• Stresses exploration, inquiry, 

reflection, analysis, and 
collaboration

• Instruction in analyzing and 
interpreting written texts

Writing the Essay: Science
• Tailored for students interested in 

science or medicine 
• Read and respond to essays by 

prominent scientists 
• Can be taken instead of First-Year 

Seminar

Writing the Essay: Goddard/Rubin
• Part of the Themed Engagement 

Community options for residence 
halls

• Students participate in professor-
led programs and events

International Writing Workshops
• Writing courses for international 

students 
• Students must complete both I & 

II

Writing I & II Sequence
• Writing courses for Opportunity 

Programs (HEOP & CSTEP) 
students

• Students must complete both I & 
II

Core Curriculum Part 2: Expository Writing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The second part of the College Core Curriculum is the Expository Writing requirement, and this requirement is designed to prepare students for the work they will do in all of their academic courses. All first-year students are required to satisfy their Expository Writing requirement during their first year at CAS. The Expository Writing courses provide instruction and practice in critical reading, creative thinking, and clear writing. They provide additional instruction in analyzing and interpreting written texts, the use of written texts as evidence, the development of ideas, and the writing of both exploratory and argumentative essays.  There are a few options for fulfilling the Expository Writing requirement including: Writing the Essay: The general Writing the Essay course taken by a majority of students stresses exploration, inquiry, reflection, analysis, revision, and collaboration. Writing the Essay: Science. This course is specifically tailored for students who are interested in science or medicine. Course readings and assignments focus on current issues in the worlds of science and medicine. This course can be taken instead of a First-Year Seminar during the first year. Writing the Essay: Goddard and Writing the Essay: Rubin. These courses are part of the Themed Engagement Community options for residence halls, and they are open to students participating in either the Residential College at Goddard Hall or the Inequality and Justice community at Rubin Residence Hall. Students in these specific sections take part in programs and events led by their Writing the Essay professors. Writing the Essay assignments and discussions are shaped to invite students to incorporate these experiences into their classwork. International Writing Workshops: These courses are designed for international students for whom English is not their first language. The International sequence of courses promotes familiarity with the writing needs and the cultural adjustments students may require to succeed in an American university setting. Through the completion of International Writing Workshops I and II, students will satisfy the Expository Writing requirement. Writing I and II: Students in Opportunity Programs (HEOP and CSTEP) will take the Writing I and II sequence to fulfill the Expository Writing requirement.



Show proficiency through:
• Placement exam
• Certain AP, IB, or SAT Subject 

Test scores
• Completing coursework in a 

language through the 
Intermediate II level

Core Curriculum Part 3: Foreign Language

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The third part of the College Core Curriculum is the foreign language requirement. The study of foreign languages is an integral part of a liberal arts education. It nurtures an awareness of the diversity of human culture and serves the practical need for language skills in fields such as government, business, and research. NYU is a particularly exciting setting for language study because of its location in a great cosmopolitan city, its international student body, its many renowned language programs and centers, and its rapidly expanding opportunities for study away. To fulfill the foreign language component of the Core Curriculum, students must show or attain proficiency in a foreign language through the intermediate level.



Texts & Ideas
• Diverse group of humanities 

courses covering challenging 
and influential texts

• Courses explore themes or 
investigate the relationship 
between two periods of 
intellectual history

Societies & the Social 
Sciences
• Understanding social, 

political, and economic 
transformations 

• Study societal structures 
and human behavior

Core Curriculum Part 4: Foundations 
of Contemporary Culture

Cultures & Contexts
• Examine the ways cultures 

interact through colonization, 
immigration, and 
representation in media

• How groups define themselves 
through beliefs, values, and 
customs

Expressive Culture
• Explore complexities of 

artistic expression
• Topics focus on sound, 

images, words, 
performance, or film

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The fourth part of the College Core Curriculum is Foundations of Contemporary Culture, which focuses on the arts, humanities, and social sciences. There are four components of Foundations of Contemporary Culture: Texts & Ideas - Texts & Ideas is the name for a diverse group of humanities courses that study challenging, influential texts about big ideas: freedom, the nature of the soul, the place of humans in the natural and animal world, beauty, citizenship, morality, the imagination, the use of the past, and many more.  Cultures & Contexts - Cultures & Contexts prepares students for life in a globalized world by introducing them to the ways humans see themselves as members of social, religious, national, and regional groups. Individual courses focus on political, social, or cultural collectives that are distinct from the dominant traditions of contemporary North America, such as central Asia, Russia, Korea, or ancient Egypt; some courses study diaspora formations and emergent traditions. Societies & the Social Sciences - We live in a world molded by massive social, political, and economic transformations, and to be thoughtful, responsible citizens we need to understand them.  Societies & the Social Sciences is our name for a set of courses offered by social science departments across CAS—Anthropology, Social and Cultural Analysis, Economics, Politics, History, Linguistics, Psychology, Religious Studies, and Sociology. Expressive Culture - How is art made, and for what purpose?  How do artworks convey meaning or feelings?  How does social context shape the making of art?  In Expressive Culture, students explore the complexities of artistic expression by focusing on one of five media: sounds, images, words, performance, or film.



Core Curriculum Part 5: Foundations 
of Scientific Inquiry

Physical Science

• Examine the foundations of 
physics and chemistry

Life Science

• Focuses on the areas of 
biology, neuroscience, and 
physical anthropology

Quantitative Reasoning

• Provides students with 
mathematical foundations 
and to evaluate, and draw 
conclusions from numerical 
evidence

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The fifth part of the College Core Curriculum is Foundations of Scientific Inquiry, also known as FSI, and is the core curriculum in mathematics and the natural sciences. You will complete three parts of FSI: Quantitative Reasoning - Mathematics is both a curiosity-driven endeavor and a powerful analytical tool.  The Core Curriculum’s Quantitative Reasoning courses provide you with the mathematical foundations and analytical skills to investigate, evaluate, and draw conclusions from numerical evidence. Physical Science – Physical Science courses examine the foundations of physics and chemistry. These courses explore questions at the cutting edge of scientific investigation in these areas. Life Science – Life Science courses focus on the areas of biology, neuroscience, and physical anthropology. Each Life Science course uses a thematic approach to introduce students to the foundations and frontiers of scientific investigation in these disciplines.



1. First-Year Seminar

a. All students take a seminar or Writing the Essay: Science during first 
year (fall or spring) along with your cohort members

b. You will select your preferences for this course later in the portal

2. Expository Writing

a. Cannot be exempted, and must be taken in your first year
b. Expository Writing Options: WTE, WTE Science, WTE Goddard/Rubin, 

International Writing Workshops, Writing I & II 
c. Students who take WTE: Science will not take a First-Year Seminar and 

will take a comparable seminar later in their CAS career

3. Foreign Language

a. Proficiency must be demonstrated by either:
1. Taking a placement exam and exemption exam
2. Completing coursework in a language through the Intermediate II 

level
3. Certain AP, IB, A Level, or SAT Subject Test foreign language 

scores (consult with your academic advisor) 

Reviewing Core Requirements: Parts 1, 2, & 3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s briefly review the College Core Curriculum: First, we have the First-Year SeminarAll students will take a seminar or Writing the Essay: Science during the fall or spring of your first year-The other students in your seminar will be members of your cohort-You will select your seminar preferences later in the portal Second, we have Expository Writing By the end of the first year, all students must complete the Expository Writing requirement, with the exception of students who take the International Writing Workshop: Introduction course in their fall semester.-There is no exemption from Expository Writing-All students should plan to take Writing the Essay, the International Writing Workshop sequence, or Writing I & II in the fall and/or the spring semester -Students who take Writing the Essay: Science will not take a First-Year Seminar and will take a comparable seminar later in their CAS career. Third, we have Foreign Language All students must have proficiency in at least one foreign language. Proficiency must be demonstrated by either:-A Placement exam and an exemption exam; -Completing coursework in a language through the Intermediate II level; or-Certain AP, IB, A Level, or SAT Subject Test foreign language scores (consult with your academic advisor)



4.  Foundations of Contemporary Culture

a. Texts & Ideas
i. There are no exemptions from Texts & Ideas
ii. Students should plan to take it in their first year 

b. Cultures & Contexts
i. There are no exemptions from Cultures & Contexts
ii. Students should plan to take it in their first year 

c. Societies & the Social Sciences
i. Completion of a designated major or minor program in the social 

or behavioral sciences; or
ii. Completion of an approved departmental course within the Core 

Curriculum department listings 

d. Expressive Culture
i. Completion of a designated major or minor program in the 

humanities; or
ii. Completion of a designated course within the Core Curriculum 

department listings

Reviewing Core Requirements: Part 4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The fourth part of the Core Curriculum is Foundations of Contemporary Culture, which includes four requirements. The first two are Texts & Ideas and Cultures & Contexts — There are no exemptions from Texts & Ideas or Cultures & Contexts— Students should plan to take both courses in their first year  Third and fourth are Societies & the Social Sciences and Expressive Culture, which you can complete through the ways you see listed here.



a. Quantitative Reasoning
Can be satisfied by:
▪ AP Credit for Calculus (AB or BC) or Statistics 

with a score of 4 or 5
▪ IB (HL 6 or 7) or A Level (B or higher) credit in 

Mathematics
▪ SAT Subject Tests in Mathematics (Levels 1 or 

2) with a score of 700 or above
▪ Completion of one of the following courses:

▪ QR course listed in Core Curriculum classes 
▪ BIOL-UA 42, Biostatistics
▪ ECON-UA 18, Statistics
▪ ECON-UA 20, Analytical Statistics
▪ ENVST-UA 310, Environmental Quantitative 

Methods
▪ LING-UA 6, Patterns in Language
▪ MATH-UA 121, Calculus I
▪ MATH-UA 143, Calculus I for Biological and 

Life Sciences
▪ MATH-UA 211, Mathematics for Economics I
▪ MATH-UA 221, Honors Calculus I
▪ MATH-UA 17, Calculus for the Social 

Sciences
▪ POL-UA 850, Introduction to Research 

Methods for Politics
▪ PSYCH-UA 10, Statistics for the Behavioral 

Sciences
▪ SOC-UA 302, Statistics for Social Research
▪ UGPH-GU 20, Biostatistics in Public Health

b.  Physical Science & Life Science
Can be satisfied by:
▪ Completion of a designated Core 

Curriculum Physical Science (CORE-UA 
2xx) and Life Science (CORE-UA 3xx) 
course or approved departmental courses

▪ Year-long sequence of Chemistry or 
Physics I & II

• AP, IB, or A Level credit in one of the 
following areas:
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Physics 1 and Physics 2
• Physics B
• Physics C-Mech and Physics C-E&M

Reviewing Core Requirements: Part 5

5.  Foundations of Scientific Inquiry

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The final part of the Core Curriculum is Foundations of Scientific Inquiry, which includes three parts:  The first part is Quantitative Reasoning. Students may satisfy this Core Curriculum component through either— AP, IB, or A Level credit;— SAT Subject Test in Mathematics (Levels 1 or 2); or— Completion of one of the courses listedThe second and third components are Physical Science & Life Science. Students may satisfy these two in any of the ways listed here. Your Core Curriculum requirements will provide a valuable foundation for your CAS education. You will work with your academic advisor to determine the most effective way to schedule them.



Exploring Majors
College majors and minors, and cross-school 
and pre-professional programs

Exploring Majors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to taking Core classes, students often spend the first two years exploring and discovering a wide variety of subjects. The last two years are when most of the academic specialization takes place. There are, of course, exceptions: some students know very early in their careers what they will major in. Some, indeed, wish to add a more explicitly professional component to their studies. The specialized College majors and minors, and the various cross-school and pre-professional programs, allow students to prepare themselves for many different roles.



Planning Your Academic Program

In order to complete your degree, you will complete the 
course requirements for

The Core Curriculum Your Major

Elective Courses

&

as well as additional

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to complete your degree, you will complete the course requirements for the Core Curriculum, the courses required by your major(s), and other elective classes. With few exceptions, you will be free to determine both your program of study and how you will meet the College’s graduation requirements. As you plan your program each semester, your advisor will assist you in making informed academic choices, but the goal is to enable you to take responsibility for your own educational path. In the following slides, we highlight some key resources that will help you plan.



The CAS Bulletin

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The CAS Bulletin--this is your guide until graduation. This guide has all of the requirements that you must fulfill to graduate, including:-Degree Requirements;-Departmental Information; and-Policies and procedures of the College

https://cas.nyu.edu/content/nyu-as/cas/academic-programs/bulletin.html


The College Core Curriculum Website

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The College Core Curriculum website--this is your guide to the different requirements along with courses within the College Core Curriculum. You are advised to read the descriptions of the required classes so that you are able to choose the section that most appeals to you.

http://cas.nyu.edu/content/nyu-as/cas/core.html


CAS Majors and Minors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A list of all the CAS majors and minors--this is your guide to all of the different majors and minors available to students within the College. You are asked to look through the options to start the discovery process of what you want to study and bring any questions to your advisor.

http://cas.nyu.edu/academic-programs/majors-and-minors.html


NYU Albert

https://www.nyu.edu/students/student-information-and-resources/registration-records-and-
graduation/registration/registering-on-albert.html

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Albert is the online system you will use to register for classes every semester. Before you start the registration process with your advisor in June, check out the registrar’s “Registering on Albert” section, which provides how-to guides and video tutorials on all steps of the Albert course registration process. You can access that section by clicking the link you see here: https://www.nyu.edu/students/student-information-and-resources/registration-records-and-graduation/registration/registering-on-albert.html

https://www.nyu.edu/students/student-information-and-resources/registration-records-and-graduation/registration/registering-on-albert.html


What’s Next

• Review additional advising presentations to learn about 
specialized student populations and programs at CAS 
(available in the portal and at the CAS New Student 
Center):

o Engineering Program

o International Students 

o Opportunity Programs

o Prehealth Program

o Prelaw Program

• Select the “Next Section” button on the page to go to 
the CAS Advising Portal Checkpoint

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that you have completed the advising presentation, you should look through the additional advising presentations to learn about specialized student populations and programs at the College of Arts and Science: our Engineering program, information for international students, Opportunity Programs including HEOP & CSTEP, and prehealth and prelaw programs. These are resources that we encourage you to refer back to during your time at NYU.��Once you’ve reviewed the additional advising presentations, select the “Next Section” button on the bottom of the page to go to the CAS Advising Portal Checkpoint page. There you will have an opportunity to review what you have learned from this presentation.

http://newstudents.cas.nyu.edu/object/cas_portalpresentations.html
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